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“Trump’s lies corrode democracy,” The Brookings Institution (April 13, 2018). 

“The Unusual Presidency of Donald Trump,” Political Insight (September 2017), pp. 9-11. 

“Why John Kelly can’t tame the White House Chaos, Washington Post (August 18, 2018). 

 “Inexperience in the White House breeds friction across the executive branch,” Brookings 

 FixGov Website on the first 100 days of the Trump administration (May 2, 2017). 

“Trump wants a White House that’s not ‘top down.’  Here’s why this won’t work,” Washington 

 Post, Monkey Cage blog, (28 November 2016). 

“Trump pledged to reverse Obama’s executive orders.  Here’s how well past president have 
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 fulfilled that pledge,” with graduate student Joshua Lee. Washington Post, Monkey Cage, 

 (23 January, 2017). 

“Why Does Trump Still Have So Many Vacancies to Fill?” Foreign Affairs online 

 (April 27, 2017). 

“The Office of Presidential Personnel,” White House Transition Project Report, 2016), pp. 1-30. 

“Cabinet Secretaries versus the White House Staff,”  

 Posted by Brookings on the FIXGOV: Making Government Work website (March 2015) 

 http://www.brookings.edu/blogs/fixgov 

 “Policy Making in the Bush White House,” (2008 APSA paper cited above) 

 Posted by Brookings in their Issues in Governance Studies paper series at: 

 http://www.brookings.edu/papers/2008/1031_bush_pfiffner.aspx 

“Managing the Executive Branch in the 20th Century: Consolidation and Disaggregation” 

 co-authored with Mary Boardman.  Posted on Public Administration Review website: 

 Foundations of Public Administration, along with bibliography and model course 

 syllabus. http://www.aspanet.org/scriptcontent/pdfs/FPA-MEB-References.pdf 

 

Scholarly Reference Works  

 

“The Presidency: Governing” (6,000 words) 

 Oxford Companion to American Politics, edited by David Coates 

 Oxford University Press, Oxford, UK, 2013.  Vol. II, pp. 220-229. 

“Impeachment: The Constitutional Issues,”  

 Oxford Companion to American Politics, edited by David Coates 

 Oxford University Press, Oxford, UK, 2013.  Vol. II, pp. 526-528. 

“Torture, Interrogation, and Fair Trial Procedures,”  (2,750 words) 

 Oxford Companion to American Politics, edited by David Coates 

 Oxford University Press, Oxford, UK, 2013. Vol. II, pp. 372-376. 

“Torture, Issue of, in U.S. Military and Diplomatic Affairs.” In The Oxford Encyclopedia of 

 American Military and Diplomatic History, edited by Timothy J. Lynch, vol. 2, pp. 364-

 366. Oxford University Press, UK and New York, 2012. 

“Presidential Transitions,” in The Oxford Handbook of The American Presidency, edited by 

 George C. Edwards and Willaim G. Howell. 

 (Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 2010), pp. 85-107. 

Encyclopedia of the American Presidency  

 edited by Leonard W. Levy and Louis Fisher (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1994)  

 Commissioned entries: 

  Divided Government   (750 words) 

  Managerial Presidency  (500 words) 

  Patronage    (1500 words) 

  Strategic Presidency   (750 words) 

  Departmental Secretaries  (2000 words) 

  Office of Personnel Management (1500 words) 

  Schedule C Positions   (500 words) 

  Presidential Transitions  (2500 words) 

  White House Personnel Office   (1000 words) 
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  The Persian Gulf War     (1000 words) 

  Encyclopedia of the United States Congress 

edited by Donald C. Bacon, Roger H. Davidson, and Morton Keller (New York: Simon 

and Schuster, 1994). One commissioned article on Presidential Transitions. 

  Oxford Historical Guide to American Government 

edited by George T. Kurian (New York: Oxford University Press, 1997) 

 Commissioned Entries: 

  Office of Personnel Management (2,000 words) 

  Chief of Staff to the President (1,500 words) 

  White House Office (1,500 words) 

  Executive Office of the President (500 words) 

  Office of Presidential Personnel (500 words) 

  The President’s Cabinet (2,500 words) 

    The Heritage Guide to the Constitution  

 edited by Matthew Spalding and David Forte (Washington: Regnery, 2005, 2014). 

 Commissioned Entries: 

  “Pardon Power,” pp. 203-205 

  “Recommendation Clause,” pp. 217-219 (coauthored) 

 

Popular Press 

 

 “Executive Power in the Bush and Obama Administrations,” Presidency Research Group 

 Report  (PRG), Spring 2011, pp. 4-5. 

  Op-ed piece: “Impeachment: The Constitutional Issues” White House Weekly  

 (14 December 1998).  [5 days before the House voted on impeachment] 

“Rating Scootergate: Washington scandals run the gamut, from greed to sex, but abuse of power 

 threatens the health of our republic,” New York, Newsday, October 30, 2005 

"Cutting Staff No Easy Task for Clinton," Maine Sunday Telegram 

 (12 December 1993), 1800 words. 

"Building the White House Staff," with Bradley H. Patterson 

 Government Executive (December 1992), pp. 14-16. 

"Political Appointees: Fewer is Better," with Elliot L. Richardson,  Government Executive  

 (June 1991), pp. 58-59. 

"Creating a Real Cabinet," with Elliot L. Richardson,  

 USA Today Magazine, Vol. 119, No. 2544 (September 1990), pp. 10-12.   

       Reprinted in Governing, ed. Roger Davidson and Walter Oleszek 

   (Washington: CQ Press, 1992), pp. 364-368. 

       Reprinted in Bruce Stinebrickner, American Government 91/92  

   (Guilford, CT Dushkin, 1991), pp. 83-85. 

"Our Cabinet System is a Charade," with Elliot L. Richardson, 

 The New York Times (28 May 1989), op-ed page. 

"The Twentieth Amendment," The Book of Days: 1988 

 (Ann Arbor, MI: The Pierian Press, 1987). 

"Presidential Succession and Transition," Book of Days: 1987 

 (Ann Arbor, MI: The Pierian Press, 1986). 
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Commissions and Panel Reports 

 

National Academy of Public Administration Report, 2012. 

 with Dwight Ink, David Lewis, and Anne O’Connell, “Strengthening Administrative 

 Leadership: Fixing the Appointment Process,” 

 http://www.politicalappointeeproject.org/sites/default/files/FINAL_AppointeeProcess.pdf 

National Academy of Sciences, Consultant and Staff Member, 1991. Project on "Politically 

Appointed Scientists and Engineers."  Participated in Panel meetings, did research, and 

helped draft final report.  Panel chaired by Kenneth Dam. 

Testimony: Statement before the President's Commission on the Federal Appointments Process, 

printed in the Report of the Commission (Washington: Executive Office of the President, 

December 1990), pp. 41-47. 

National Research Council of the National Academy of Sciences, 1990: 

 Project on "Recruitment, Retention, and Utilization of Federal Scientists and Engineers." 

 Participated in Panel Meetings, wrote and presented paper: "The Presidential 

Appointments Process and the Recruitment of Scientists and Engineers."  Published in 

the Final Report of the Project, pp. 133-142.  Panel chaired by Alan K. Campbell. 

Center for Strategic and International Studies, 1990-91: 

Panel member, Congressional Oversight of Defense Project Participated in series of Panel 

meetings.  Prepared background paper: "Congressional Oversight of Defense 

Management." Panel Chaired by John O. Marsh. 

National Commission on the Public Service (Volcker Commission) 

Project Director, Task Force on Political/Career Relationships.  Researched/wrote, 

revised, and edited the Task Force Report: "Politics and Performance: Strengthening the 

Executive Leadership System," Published by the National Commission on the Public 

Service, 1989. in Leadership for America: Rebuilding the Public Service, Task Force 

Reports.  Task Force chaired by Elliot L. Richardson. 

National Academy of Public Administration, 1987-88 

Issue Leader, Presidential Transition Project. Researched, wrote, revised, and edited the 

report section on the White House Staff and the Cabinet, published as: "Organizing the 

White House and Consulting with the Cabinet," Chapter Two of The Executive 

Presidency: Federal Management for the 1990s (Washington: 1988). Panel chaired by 

Elmer B. Staats. 

National Academy of Public Administration, 1984-85 

Senior Research Associate, Presidential Appointee Project Collaborated in the collection 

of an extensive data base on Presidential Appointees from 1964-84, and the writing of: 

The Presidential Appointee's Handbook (NAPA, 1985) and Leadership in Jeopardy: The 

Fraying of the Presidential Appointments System, (NAPA, 1985). 

Panel chaired by John W. Macy. 

 

Book Reviews 

 About thirty book reviews in the following journals: 

 American Political Science Review 

 Presidential Studies Quarterly  
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 Public Administration Review 

 Western Political Quarterly 

 Political Science Quarterly 

 Journal of Politics 

 The Bureaucrat 

 Perspective 

 The Annals 

 Governance 

 

Professional Conferences and Conventions 

One or two appearances each year (since 1975) as paper presenter, chair, or panel discussant at 

annual conventions of the following professional associations, among others: 

  American Political Science Association 

  Center for the Study of the Presidency 

  Midwest Political Science Association 

   

International Lectures and Briefing of Foreign Officials 

 

Griffith University, Brisbane, Australia, Summer 2013 

 Visiting Professor and Lecture tour of government agencies and universities: 

   Senate Occasional Lecture, The Theatre, Parliament House, Canberra, July 19 

   Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet, July 18 

   Office of National Assessments Roundtable 

   Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, luncheon 

   Griffith University, Centre for Governance and Public Policy, Seminar 

   Australia Institute of International Affairs, Lectures 

  ACT Branch, Canberra, July 16; Victoria Branch, July 29, Melbourne 

   Swinburne Institute for Social Research, Leadership Institute, July 30, Lecture 

   Monash University, Melbourne, academic seminar, August 1. 

Rothermere American Institute and Nuffield College, Oxford University 

Conference on the American Presidency, 

 “Politics and Polarization: The George W. Bush Presidency” 

 May 25-27, 2006  

 Paper Presentation:  “Presidential Decision Making and the War in Iraq” 

University of Leuven, Belgium 

 Conference on: “Ethics and Integrity of Governance,” 

 June 2-5, 2005 Leuven, Belgium 

 Paper presented: “Torture and Public Policy: The Ethics of Interrogation” 

University of Wales, Swansea, October 6-10, 2004, Conference on U.S. Elections  

 United States Studies Program. 

 Presentation:  “U.S. National Security and the 2004 Presidential Election.” 

American Politics Group of the United Kingdom 

 Annual Meeting: November 14, 2003, United States Embassy, London 

Keynote address: “John Kennedy and the Transformation of the American Presidency” 

School of Advanced Study, University College London 
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 Institute of United States Studies 

 Conference:  “New Challenges for the American Presidency” 

  May 12-13, 2003, British Library Conference Centre 

  Paper presentation: “George W. Bush: Politics, Policy, and Personality” 

Embassy of Brazil in Washington, D.C., 13 April 2002 

 Briefing of members of the President’s Office on presidential transitions 

 Follow-up briefing on the organization of the presidency, spring 2005. 

Germany, Paper presentation at conference on “Federalism in Germany and the USA: From 

Cooperative to Competitive Federalism?” Sponsored by the Hanns-Seidel-Stiftung, 

Munchen.  April 22-24, 1998. 

United States Information Agency, Representative of the United States 

 Conference on Management Reform, Institute for Strategic and Developmental Studies 

 Athens, Greece (May 1996) 

Briefing of Foreign visitors for USIA and State Department 

for representatives of the countries of: France, Thailand, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, 

Philippines, Poland, Russia (former Soviet Union), Sierra Lione. 

 United States Information Agency, Lecture tour of Germany 

 Seminars and Lectures at Universities in Munich, Frankfurt, Gottingen,   

 Heidelberg, and Speyer (Summer 1990). 

   Department of State, Foreign Service Institute 

   briefings and professional development seminars 

    

Professional Development Seminars or Lectures 

 

 National War College, National Defense University 

 Department of Treasury, Treasury Executive Institute 

 Department of Defense, Inspector General's Office 

 Federal Executive Institute 

 Office of Personnel Management, Government Executive Institute 

 American Political Science Association, Congressional Fellows Program 

 The Brookings Institution 

 Executive Seminar Center, Denver, Office of Personnel Management 

 The American University 

 Hofstra University, Hempstead, New York 

 Harvard Center for International Affairs, Fellows Program  

 U.S. Department of Agriculture, Graduate School 

 University of Kansas, Keynote Speaker, Conference on War in Iraq, 2004 

 

Television and Radio Programs and Interviews 

 Voice of America, USIA: 30 March 1999, 26 May 2004. 

 ABC Network Morning News, CNBC News, NVCC TV, 

 WORLDNET (USIA), Voice of America, 

 Tros Aktua Televisie (The Netherlands) 

 Newsweek on Air, Canadian Broadcasting Radio 

 C-SPAN, Series of interviews on White House Organization (November 1996) 
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 C-SPAN, presentation on the Clinton Presidency, Hempstead, NY: 

  Hofstra University, 12 November 2005 (aired November 24, 2005) 

 

News Reporting Interviews and Quotes 

 The New Yorker  

 The New York Times 

 The Washington Post 

 Wall Street Journal 

 Associated Press 

 Los Angeles Times 

 National Journal 

 Congressional Quarterly 

 Christian Science Monitor 

 Business Week 

 USA Today 

 

Editor of Book Series, 1996-2014 

 "The Hughes Series in the Presidency and Leadership Studies" 

  Texas A & M University Press 

  34 books published, 1996-2014 

 

Editorial Boards 

 Journal of Public Administration and Theory (1996-2002) 

 Presidential Studies Quarterly, Editor of The Contemporary Presidency Feature 

  responsible for commissioning one article for each issue, 2000- present. 

 

Book Manuscripts Reviewed 

 Westview Press 

 Johns Hopkins University Press 

 New York University Press 

 Brooks/Cole Publishing 

 The Dorsey Press 

 Duxbury Press 

 W.H. Freeman 

 University of Tennessee Press 

 Nelson Hall Publishers 

 State University of New York Press 

 Greenwood Press 

F.E. Peacock 

 St. Martin's Press 

 Cambridge University Press 

 University of Pittsburgh Press 

 University Press of Kansas 

 Texas A & M University Press 

 Columbia University Press 
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 New York University Press 

 AW Longman 

 Cambridge University Press 

 Palgrave Macmillan 

 Roman and Littlefield 

 Princeton University Press 

 

Reviewer of Articles submitted to: 

 American Political Science Review 

 Public Administration Review  

 Journal of Public Administration Research and Theory 

 Public Budgeting and Finance 

 Congress and the Presidency 

 Western Political Quarterly 

 Presidential Studies Quarterly (5-6 per year) 

 Journal of Policy Analysis and Management 

 State and Local Government Review 

 Political Science Quarterly 

 American Politics Research 

 Intelligence and National Security 

 

University Service 

 

Chair, Second Level Promotion and Tenure Committee, Schar School 2016-17 

Chair, Second Level Promotion and Tenure Committee, S-CAR 2015-16 

Chair, Second Level Promotion and Tenure Committee, PIA, 2014-15 

Member, Provost Committee to Review Appeal of Dean’s Report, S-CAR, 2016 

Chair, Search Committee for several positions, SPP 2005-2006, 20010-2011 

Chair, SPP Promotion and Tenure Committee, 2012-13 

Strategic Planning Committee for George Mason University, appointed by the president, 2013. 

University Life Committee, appointed by the President, 1991-92 

Robinson Recruitment Committee, 1987-1995 

Provost Search Committee, 1987-88 

Public Policy Program Development and Search Committee, 1987-88 

University Faculty Search Committee 

 for Senior Faculty Position in Applied Physics and National Security (1988) 

Graduate Council, 1987-88 

Department Search Committees 

 Position in Soviet Politics (1988) 

 Position in Public Policy (1988) 

 Department Chair Search (1989-91) 

 Three positions in Public Administration (1995-96) 

 Political Theory Search (1999) 

 MPA Director Search (2000-2001) 

MPA Screening Committee (1991-92) 
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Public Policy PhD Development Committee 

Dean's Advisory Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, 1991-1993 

College of Arts and Sciences Promotion and Tenure Committee, 1994-1997 

Chair, Provost’s Committee to Evaluate the Dean of the Law School, 2001 

Chair, Search Committee for the Hazel and Hirst Chairs, SPP, 2003-2004 
 

Professional Service 

 

Steering Committee, Presidential Studies Group, 1984-1990 

 American Political Science Association 

Advisory Board, Public Administration Group, 1982-1988 

 American Political Science Association 

Academic Board of Advisors 

 Center for Congressional and Presidential Studies, 1980 - 

 The American University 

President, National Capital Area Political Science Association 

 1990-91, Member of Board, 1985-95 

Academic Judge for the Gerald R. Ford Prize for Distinguished Reporting on the Presidency,  

 1992, 1993, 1994 

Brownlow Book Award Committee 

 National Academy of Public Administration, 1999.  

Chair, Committee to select the best dissertation on the presidency, annual award 

 Bush School of Public Service, Texas A&M University, 1997-2001. 

Fellows Selection Committee, National Academy of Public Administration 2003-2004. 
 

         updated: December 2021 


